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A MAGICAL CHRISTMAS 
WONDERLAND OF FUN THAT 
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY WILL 
NEVER FORGET. 

Visit Santa’s stable, post a letter to 
the North Pole and meet the hilarious 
Santa’s Elves. Ride the Santa express 
Wacky coaster, the magical dragon flyer, 
carousel, bungee jump trampolines, bee 
ride, Jurassic inflatable, and for the thrill 
seekers the wild Music Trip. 

Santa will be in His Wonderland waiting 
to meet all the children and have his 
photo taken with the family and when 
night falls, the park will light up with over 
100,000 Christmas lights. Come Christmas 
shopping at Harbour Town shopping centre 
Shop and Ride....

Unlimited Ride Passes $29.50 includes 
entry to Santa’s Wonderland, a gift for 
each child and a Family Photo with 
Santa. Santa’s Wonderland only - $15 
for entry includes a photo.

From Saturday Dec 11 to  
Friday Dec 24 11am to dusk

Wonderland Fun Park Harbour 
Town, Docklands

The festive season has certainly begun, with 
decorations, fairy lights, and Christmas trees 
already on display in most stores. While our 
eyes instantly wander to this section our mind 
is thinking “gee…what do I get my kids for 
Christmas?” For some of you, your children 
may have already dropped a few pointers, 
hints and cheeky remarks of what they want 
Santa to bring them. 

The latest TV commercials and mailbox 
catalogues are similarly telling us what 
the latest gadgets, gismos and crazes are 
with discounts and specials that are hard 
to refuse. So what do we do when we are 
inundated with special wishes, greasy smiles 
and wanting to please our children without 
going over board? 

One of the key messages I give to parents is 
to teach and empower their children about 
their family’s special value of Christmas. We 
all celebrate and hold different values toward 
the holiday season. For some it may be about 
spending time with the family while for others 
it may be about giving. Giving is such a broad 
term that can be applied in so many ways. 
Giving does not necessarily have to be about 
the most expensive toy on the market, but 
rather about the opportunity of sharing love, 
compassion and kindness to others in need. 

An idea I give families is to encourage their 
children to give away one toy for every new 
toy they get for Christmas to less fortunate 
people – to families that struggle through the 
holiday season. It’s a simple way of teaching 
our children about what we can be grateful for. 

Ensure your children understand your limits 
of toy giving and ask them to write down their 
Christmas wishes, remembering that these 
wishes do not have to be about toys. Keep your 
Christmas holiday spirit to what you value, not 
what the toy company’s want you to value.

Tahlia Mandie is a psychotherapist and 
family counsellor for Direction Exploring, 
which helps adolescents by inspiring, 
empowering and motivating them to find 
their potential and pathway while giving 
them more energy, confidence and belief 
in themselves and their abilities. Direction 
Exploring also works with parents and 
families and runs group programs and 
workshops.  

If you have a topic you would like Tahlia to 
discuss in the coming months please send 
through your question or suggestion to the 
editor.

tahlia@directionexploring.com.au  
www.directionexploring.com.au

Strap your skates on and bring your best 
‘ho ho ho’ to Medibank Icehouse this 
December! Visiting Melbourne for the first 
time, Olympian and three-time US figure 
skating champion, Johnny Weir, will join an 
all star cast in a Christmas spectacular set 
to transform Medibank Icehouse into the 
magical North Pole of Melbourne.

Throughout December, Medibank Icehouse 
will transform into the North Pole of 
Melbourne, showcasing Santa’s Village, 
the spectacular Harbour Town Christmas 
on Ice Show and a glittering recreational 
skating experience reminiscent of a 
Northern Hemisphere Christmas.

Harbour Town Christmas on Ice will 
introduce show attendees to Elfie – the 

first South Pole elf ever to be given the 
job of hosting Santa after his long night of 
delivering presents all around the world. 
When she runs into trouble, her pals 
Rudolph and SkaterDude join her on an 
adventure to save Santa from Scrooge’s 
evil plans to destroy Christmas. Dazzling 
skating performances and sparkling 
dialogue will transport families away on  
a magical festive adventure.

With daily matinee and evening 
performances from Thursday, 2 December 
– Wednesday, 24 December, Harbour 
Town Christmas on Ice will be a dazzling 
ice-capade offering perfect Yuletide 
entertainment for the whole family.

www.icehouse.com.au

SKATE INTO DOCKLANDS AT CHRISTMAS TIME

DREAMS COME TRUE AT ACMI

The Australian Centre for the Moving 
Image (ACMI) will be the exclusive 
Australian host for Dreams Come True: 
The Art of Disney’s Classic Fairy Tales,  
a major new exhibition celebrating over 
70 years of Disney animation.

Dreams Come True: The Art of Disney’s 
Classic Fairy Tales will showcase the 
exceptional high quality of animated film 
artwork with which the Disney name is 
synonymous, featuring over 600 original 
artworks including story sketches, 
animation drawings, concept art, 
background paintings, maquettes, 
animation cels, and cinematic ephemera 
from Disney’s much-loved adaptations  
of traditional European fairy tales 
including Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs, Sleeping Beauty and Beauty  
and the Beast. The exhibition will also 

feature artwork from the upcoming 
feature film, Tangled.

ACMI Director Tony Sweeney said ACMI 
was delighted to be bringing this magical 
exhibition exclusively to Melbourne. 
“Visitors of all ages will love seeing their 
favourite Disney characters as they were 
first imagined, seen through the creative 
process of the talented artists who 
transformed the works from idea to 
reality. It is a fascinating portal into the 
technical skill, emotional, and creative 
depth behind these much loved animated 
classics. After all, it was Disney animators 
who led the way in establishing animation  
as the serious art form it is today.”  
Tony said.

ACMI will present an extensive program 
of film, education, and public events as 
part of the exhibition.

Dreams Come True: The Art of Disney’s 
Classic Fairy Tales. Until 26 April, 2011 
ACMI - Federation Square 
Tickets and 
Program Details:  
www.acmi.net.au

THE VALUE OF
CHRISTMAS
By Tahlia Mandie 
Psychotherapist & Family Counsellor
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To be a lucky winner, email editor@3008docklands.com.au with your details.

FAMILY PASSESTO WONDERLAND FUN PARK

SANTA’S CHRISTMAS
SPECTACULAR AT 
WONDERLAND
FUN PARK


